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Abstract

Apamea, not so far from Al-Ghab plane, is located in the
eastern side of the Orontes. The name "Apamea"was derived from

the name of the Great Salucus Necator's wife Apama.

The ancient site was settled from the Paleolithic age till the
Islamic age. It was one of the important states during the Seleucid
. During the Roman age, Bompeius control on Syria in 64 BC, its
importance increased after Septimus Severeos visit to the city in
196 AD, and it became the second capital of Syria.

The decisive history between the Roman and Byzantine ages
was in 385, when the bishop Mercellus destroyed the temple of
Zeus Belos and Apamea had played its role during the Byzantine
epoch. Many churches, which later had dominant influence over
the city, were built, and it became religious center for many
bishoprics.

Persians invaded the city many times. Chosroes II controlled
it from 612 till 628 A.D, when Heracles got it back till the Arab
conquest by Abu 'Oubaida ben al-Jarrah after al-Yarmouk battle
in 636A.D.

Apamea, of about 7 km of walls, was organized in architecture
and planning according to the Hippodamos plan. It contained many



religious buildings that date back to the Roman age: Zeus temple,
Tyche, anf Nymphs, in addition to many secular monuments: The
theater, Treclinos, Gardo and many bathes.

Furthermore, many religious building were built during the
Byzantine age: Churches, Cathedral and Synagogue.

Finally, the Belgian mission 1939-2010 had the favor to
discover antiquities and buildings of Apamea. The Mission
discovered statues and sculptures in addition to many mosaics
which produce significant information about social, cultural,
intellectual and economic life-style of the population in Apamea.
More over, the city contained schools of philosophy , sculpture
and mosaic during the Roman and Byzantine epochs.
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